Sharing Stories of Qur Changing Coun{rg
‘@ A Kwinana Communi{g Resource

More information on the Healing Coun’(rg Projec’( is available online at: www.healing‘coun’(rg.com.au

Our Noongar Seasonal Calendar
Artwork and sJ(org bg Erika fernandez - Yamafji‘“aaguja Wajarri and Chilean‘“apuche

In the very centre of the artwork is a campﬂre, a sgmbol of J(oge’d'lerness, yarning and [earning.
Itis also a sgmbol of healing, cleansing and passing down knowledge. The people around the fire
represen{ us now and our ancestors who came before us. The feet represen{ our journeys and
the imprinjt we leave during our time here. The hands are a sgmbol of our iden{i{g. The brown
hill in the purple circle shows the cha“enges we have faced and continue to face, but also the

s{reng{h to overcome them. Around the purple circle is ﬂowing water to sgmbolise Kwinana

beach, a significan{ place for our communijtg. Purple flows ﬂ'lrough the artwork as spiri{uali{g
The WA Cultural Exper{ Group for the Healing Coun{rg Projec{

flows J(hroughou{ our lives and into the seasons as the environment changes. Each season has its

own s{org and signiﬁcance, J(mnsiJ(ioning inJ(o one other as time passes each year.
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Spiri{uali{g “irougii Yarning = Our $tories for Healing kin, communi{g and Counj(rg

This artwork shares the keg themes that have impac{ed the Noongar communi{g of Kwinana
The outer red circle designs show the nega’(ive impac’(s on our people and Coun{rg, and

As we move into the centre of the circle, we can see that there is healing that needs to occur and the purp[e

designs show how can we move towards healing. This is Jd'irough the reconnection of Familg and kin to land and

As told hg Aun{g |.gn Dimer - Yama{ji

J(hrough their s{org{e“ing of local changes to climate.

what that means to us as M)original people.

cul‘(ure, and environment. In having the healing and reconnecjtion, it enables Elders from our communities to

ac{ua“g provide better cultural J(eaching and cultural ways.

The WA Cultural Exper’( Group for the Healing Coun{rg Projecjt

The inner white designs show the way we can work towards engaging our communi{g better to return to

cul’[ure, reconnection and healing with our mob. To look after each other and care for our land and Coun’(rg, $0

that we maintain our bush foods and medicines to nelp us on our journey of healing and reconnection.
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Whale Story Artwork by
Talah Laurie - Gumbagnggirr & Yaegl

Mamong - The Whale Story
As shared bg Uncle Noel Nannup a Ngoongar & Yindabarndi

When the sea levels rose 10 000 years ago, many
spiri{s were Jtmpped under the sea.

The onlg way these spiri{s can return to the land is

J(hrough the whales. It is said that whenever a whale
calf is born, one of these spiriJ(s attaches itself to
the whale calf.

......

After 80 or 30 years swimming around the ocean,
Namong returns to this coast. Mamong the whale

beaches itself to return the spiri{ being carried bg
the whale back into the land where it belongs.

The Ngungar men knew when J(he wha[es were coming

and would prepare a ceremonial knife called a Daap.

When J(he whale washed ashore, J(he D(l(lp was used
to cut open the whale and when the blood from the

whale ran into the land, the people would be
satisfied that the spiri{ had returned

The WA Cultural [xper’( Group for the Healing Coun{rg Projec’(

More information on the Healing Coun{rg Project is available online at: www.healing‘coun‘(rg.com.au
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