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Federal Member for Page to open Student Accommodation house in Maclean 
 

4 Ayr St MACLEAN 

10.30am, Friday 4th October 2019 

Mr Kevin Hogan MP, Federal Member for Page, will officially open the University Centre for Rural 
Health (UCRH) six-bed student accommodation house in Maclean on Friday morning. 
 
The house provides short term accommodation for allied health students, predominantly 
Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy and Speech Pathology, from a range of universities who are 
placed in UCRH service learning placement programs in aged care and schools in the Clarence Valley.  
 
The intention of UCRH placements is to provide service-led education in areas of high need, and to 
develop the rural health workforce of the future.  
 
Professor Ross Bailie, Director, said that “the accommodation building is a welcome addition to the 
UCRH and the Clarence Valley.  We know that access to appropriate student accommodation is a 
significant enabler of rural placements.  These placements have a strong association with intention 
to work in rural locations after graduation.” 
 
The house was originally a four bed room dwelling with an extra two bedrooms added by local 
builders, Tony McFarland TKMAC Building Pty Ltd and other local contractors.   
 
The completion of the Maclean project allows more students to be housed in quality student 
accommodation that includes essential facilities, services such as WiFi, study space and enables 
integration in the communities in which they are placed.  
 
The University Centre for Rural Health (ucrh.edu.au) has co-ordinated rural student placements for 
over ten years. Our aim is to provide high quality health professional education and placements in a 
rural setting based on strong partnerships and collaboration between the participating universities, 
community organisations, local health service network and clinicians. Our long term goal is that 
students will return and practice in our area following their training.  While many of our students 
return to work in rural areas, all of them develop a better understanding of the needs of rural 
communities. 
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