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University Centre for Rural Health Supports Action on Climate Change 

The University Centre for Rural Health has expressed support today for the School Strike 4 Climate 
demonstrations on Friday 15th March and their demands for action on climate change.  
 
A team at the University Centre for Rural Health in Lismore has been investigating the mental health 
and wellbeing impacts of the 2017 floods in the Northern Rivers. This is part of a broader program of 
rural health research conducted by the centre, and complements their educational work with 
medical and allied health students.  
 
Professor Ross Bailie, Director of the UCRH, commented: “The climate change demonstrations 
planned for this Friday, including in Lismore, reflect growing international concern about lack of 
political action on global warming. The UCRH has undertaken research on the 2017 floods in the 
Northern Rivers, highlighting the mental health impacts of climate change related events, and the 
vulnerability of our communities to these events”.  
 
More than 2500 people participated in the ‘Community Recovery After Flood’ survey, sharing 
information about their flood experience, health and wellbeing and community life.  
 
About half (48%) of the young people (16-24 years) who responded to the survey reported that they 
were worried about climate change. This compared with about a third (34%) of people over the age 
of 25. 
 
“The international scientific evidence that such events will increase in severity is very strong. The 
UCRH is supportive of the stance taken by The University of Sydney, which recognises that people 
may want to engage in these demonstrations, and have ruled that staff and students participating 
will not be penalised” said Professor Bailie.  
 
“We are committed to our ongoing research into the mental health and wellbeing impacts of climate 
related disasters in our region and hope to see action from all sectors in addressing this important 
issue to ensure that young people have a safe, healthy future.”  
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