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Medical and Health Students Up for the Challenge 
 

For the third year running, on Friday 17th August, the University Centre for Rural Health will host the 
University of Sydney Health Collaboration Challenge.  In the biggest year yet, around 100 medical, 
nursing and allied health students who are on placement in the region from eight universities will 
work together in multidisciplinary teams.  
 
The Health Collaboration Challenge was developed by the University of Sydney and allows students 
from a range of disciplines to gain teamwork skills. The coordinator of the event, Lecturer Clinical 
Programs and Multidisciplinary, Frances Barraclough, says the students will expand their knowledge 
through working with teammates from different health disciplines and several national universities. 
 
Students are allocated to teams of six to eight.  Each team is required to devise a management plan 
for a patient with complex health needs. Each team will produce a five-minute video illustrating the 
team’s management plan for their patient. 
 
The videos portray current “real world” practice, are future focused and include hypothetical 
solutions. 
 
“This will be a fun and interactive session which gives the students an opportunity to learn with and 
from each other in a fun and safe environment” 
 
“This is a big day for the UCRH.  The event has grown each year and we are pleased to include eight 
final year dentistry students from the University of Sydney – the first time that oral health has been 
included in mainstream health in this event” said Frances.   
 
The University Centre for Rural Health (ucrh.edu.au) has coordinated rural student placements for 
over ten years. Our aim is to provide high quality health professional education and placements in a 
rural setting based on strong partnerships and collaboration between the participating universities, 
community organisations, local health service network and clinicians. Our long term goal is that 
students will return and practice in our area following their training.  While many of our students 
return to work in rural areas, all of them develop a better understanding of the needs of rural 
communities. 
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